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structures. All this belongs to the department of
social statics.

But there is always a limit to the efficiency of any
fixed mechanism, and the same agencies that caused
the origination and development of these structures,
from a condition in which none existed, continued to
act in the same direction, which could now be none
other than that of their modification and transfor-
mation into different and more efficient structures.
Both the origination of structures out of the struct-
ureless condition and the modification of the type of
structures already formed are dynamic phenomena.
All nature is plastic and this incessant pressure of the
social forces for the betterment of types of structure
has resulted in an almost universal but exceedingly
gradual change in these structures. The sociologist
has before him the task of explaining the precise
modus operandi of these changes. The fact to be
contemplated is that while the functional effects of
almost any social structure are greater than would
be the effect of action without any structure, the
effects of the later modified structures are greater
than those of the earlier unmodified ones, and the
effect of the progressive transformation of human
institutions has upon the whole been that of vastly
increasing their social efficiency. The same effect
has attended the creation of new institutions, or the
multiplication of social structures. How does this
take place ?

We saw that feeling was the dynamic agent, and